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Cervical screening post-pelvic radiotherapy

Radiotherapy is used on its own or combined with surgery and/or chemotherapy for the
treatment of cervical, bladder, rectal and other pelvic cancers.

It may be difficult to pass a speculum due to narrowing, obliteration and/or ulceration of
the cervix and the vagina'.

In addition, cell samples may be difficult to interpret post radiotherapy.

Cervical screening is not recommended for women who have had pelvic radiotherapy.

What should a doctor do?

The screening programme should be notified that a woman is to be ceased from the
programme by sending a completed and signed Cervical Screening Not Advised form to
CervicalCheck.

The Cervical Screening Not Advised form together with the associated Guidance Note 12 -
Participation, Consent and Ceasing Participation are available in the Health professionals
section of the CervicalCheck website (www.cervicalcheck.ie).
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*Please note, throughout this document, where we refer to ‘women’, we mean ‘women, or people with a cervix'.
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