



        
          
            
              
              
                
              

              
            
          
        

        

        
        
          





  
    Skip to main content

    
      
        
          
          
        
      

      

      

        
        
          
            Menu
            
              
            
            
              
            
          
        

      

        

        
        
          
            
              
            
            
              
            
            Toggle search
          
        
      


    

    
      

  
    
      
        Search the website
        
      

      
        
          
        
        Search
      
    

    
      
        
          
              Recommended links

          

          
              
                	
    Find a civil registration service

	
    Medical cards

	
    GP visit cards

	
    EHIC

	
    Find a GP



              
          

        

      

    
  




    
    
      




  
    
      
        
          Health information, advice, support and services

        

        
          	
  
    COVID-19
    
      
    
  

	
  
    Health A to Z
    
      
    
  

	
  
    Schemes and allowances
    
      
    
  

	
  
    Screening and vaccinations
    
      
    
  

	
  
    Living well
    
      
    
  

	
  
    Mental health
    
      
    
  

	
  
    Pregnancy and birth
    
      
    
  

	
  
    Babies and children
    
      
    
  

	
  
    Services
    
      
    
  



        

      

    

  

  
  
    
      
        
          
            	
  
    Staff
    
      
    
  

	
  
    About the HSE
    
      
    
  



          

        

      

    

  

    
  



          
            
  
    
      	
  Home

	
  Health A to Z

	
  Cervical screening - CervicalCheck

	
  About the programme




      
        
          

Back to About the programme

        
      

    

  





          

        

        

        
    
            
        Warning notification:Warning
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  We need to collect and store some of your personal information when you take part in cervical screening.
This includes your:
	name
	address
	phone number
	date of birth
	PPS number
	surname at birth
	mother's maiden name
	cervical screening history







  
    
    What we mean by cervical screening history
    
  
  
    
      Your cervical screening history can include:
	how we invited you for screening
	your test results
	colposcopy attendances
	colposcopy treatments you've had
	biopsy results
	details on if you've had the HPV vaccine


    
  





  
  Your consent
Each time you have a test we ask for your consent.
You sign a form to confirm that you:
	understand the information you have been given about cervical screening and its benefits and limitations
	give your consent to take part in CervicalCheck
	have checked that your details are correct
	allow us to receive, hold and exchange your personal information and screening history with those who deliver the HPV cervical screening programme

You can withdraw this consent at any time. This means you will not get invited for screening in the future.
How to opt out of cervical screening
Change your contact details





  
  How we use your information
We use your personal information to:
	write to you about when your next screening test is due
	send your results to you
	do a review of your slides, if you request it

We may also share your information with other health services such as:
	the GP, doctor or nurse who takes your screening test
	the labs in Ireland and the USA that check your sample
	colposcopy clinics
	the histology lab that does your biopsy
	the National Cancer Registry Ireland
	independent medical professionals or labs that may review your information at your request

We share your information to:
	make sure there is an accurate record of your screening history
	see if screening reduces the number of people who get cervical cancer and the number of people who die from cervical cancer

We may also use your information to invite you to take part in research. You can choose to take part or not. We will not use your personal information as part of research without consent.





  
  Teaching studies, reviews and quality assurance checks
We may use your screening samples and personal information but we will never publish your name:
	as part of our quality assurance checks and audits
	in teaching studies

This is to help improve our screening programme.






  
  Personal cervical screening review
If you developed cervical cancer after screening you can have a personal cervical screening review. We use your personal information if you request a review. This includes your name.
We may share your information or request it from other healthcare providers for the purpose of review. We will only do this if you give us your consent and have requested a review.






  
  Independent slide reviews
If you request your slides to be reviewed independently, we will record and hold some information. For example, the slide number, slide date and laboratory it was sent to.
We do not have access to or hold information on the findings of your independent slide review.
Access to your records and requesting reviews





  
  How long we hold your information for
We will hold your personal information while you take part in the cervical screening programme and for 8 years afterwards. Your screening slides will be kept for 10 years.
HSE record retention policy





  
  Your data protection rights
We will keep your personal information safe and confidential. This is in line with data protection laws and your legal rights. 
You can request:
	access to your personal information
	that inaccurate or incomplete information is corrected or updated
	that we do not use or process your personal information
	that we delete your personal information
	to receive your personal information as a digital file

You can lodge a complaint with the Data Protection Commission at any time.
Your rights are not absolute. This means there may be situations where a request cannot be granted.
HSE data protection policy





  
  Contact us about your rights
Contact the National Screening Service Information Governance Office to:
	discuss your rights
	ask that your information is erased
	access your records

dataprotection@screeningservice.ie
You can also access your records by making a subject access request (SAR). 
If you are not happy with our response, you can make a complaint to the Data Protection Commission.
Contact the Data Protection Commission - dataprotection.ie





  
  Open disclosure
We will communicate with you in an open, honest, timely and transparent manner at all times.
This includes if:
	something goes wrong with your care
	you experience harm as a result of your care
	we think that harm may have occurred

Open disclosure





  
  Cervical screening tests or colposcopy outside of CervicalCheck
If you have a cervical screening test or attend colposcopy outside of the CervicalCheck programme, we do not have access to this information.
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Sunday: Closed
                
Bank holidays: Closed
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